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PREFACE

HE entire motive which induces me to write this

publication, is but one of neceflity; for it may
be noted, that in recent times the Art of Printing has
fallen into a neglected ftate, in which it has too long
been fuffered to continue: thus I labour to raife it
from that, and to remove the languid opprobrium
which has fo unjuftly taken hold of it.

For this reafon, I hope that I need not make any
apology for publifhing this work, fince it is too plain
and evident how neceflary an undertaking of this
nature is, when people write with fo little care and
mindfulnefs, that they become nearly completely un-
intelligible to the unaccuftomed reader.

Therefore, after much toil, it is my greateft pleafure
to fhare this publication, in hope that it will be ufed to
inculcate into both beginning writers, and thofe
who have more experience, fome of the Rules that
muft be regarded in order to write Well and True by
ufe of the long s.

All Lower Cafe letters retain their forms afide from
the Long and Short forms of s. The two forms find
their origins in the oldeft forms of Roman Curfive in
the firft century, and faw continued ufe for feveral
hundred years thereafter, only to fall out of favour
in recent times.

Many people in the prefent day would vehemently
decry its continued ufe; they willingly avail them-
felves of reafon, when it cannot be prefled into the
furthering of their caufe—chufing inftead to ignore
its ufage and commendment by a great number of
our moft eminent authors.

There are many reafons for its ufe; an important one
being that it ferves to well diftinguifh words by their
readily varied appearances, as it renders a word to be

more immediately legible at a glance.
Rules



Rules for Long S

HE rules for when to ufe the long form of s,

rather than the fhort one are very fimple ; but can
be more eafily written by explaining when to ufe the
thort form—the rules are, viz.

Always ufe fhort s before and after an f, as: fatisfaction, offset.
Always ufe fhort s at the end of a word or before any punctuation,
as: hers, confefs, complaints, clos’d, &c.

Always ufe fhort s before a j, as: misjudge, disjoint.

Ufe fhort s in hyphenated compound words in which the firft
clement ends in s, as: crofs-ftitch, prefs-work, [pokes-perfon.

Ufe fhort s before ft, fh, and fk in compound words that end
in s, unlefs they would not naturally break there, in which cafe
ufe long s followed by fhort s and the next letter, as: migfatement,
crofitie ; misfhapen, crofshair; Rusfkie, pafskey.

In any other cafe, the long s is to be ufed—the
rules are, viz.

Always ufe long s initially and medially, unlefs it would break
one of the rules above, as: fong, ufe, fuccefs, poffeffion, hufband.
Always ufe long s before a hyphen at a line break, even if it would
be written otherwife without, unlefs it is a compound, as: necg
JSary, fuccef[-ful, off-fet, prefs-work.

Always maintain long s in abbreviations, as: /[ for fubftantive,
Gengf. for Genefis.

Ufe long s followed by fhort s in the combination {sb or hyphenate
it, as: crofsbow OR crof5-bow.

Ufe long s followed by fhort s in the combination fil if the font
be lacking the neceflary ligature, as: zufile, harmlefily, effortlefily;

tuffle, harmleffly, effortlefly.
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